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In Curist Jesus BELOVED FRIENDS: 


The beautiful story told in our text of the young man of Nain 
whom Jesus raised up from the dead is one that is rich in doctrine 
and comfort. It reminds of death and all its attending horrors and 
sorrows. It shows the necessity of always being prepared for death, 
since at no age, in no place, and under no circumstances we are safe 
against its approach. It sets before us a mother’s deep sorrow over 
the loss of her only son and the general sympathy shown her by the 
people of her acquaintance. It tells us of the loving tribute shown 
by friends and acquaintances to the beloved dead, in accompanying 
his mortal remains to their last resting place and granting them an 
honorable burial. But above all the story of our text shows us how 
we may overcome the terrors of death, with whom those mourning 
the death of loved ones may find comfort and consolation, and what 
hope there still remains for us after death. It sets forth the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Lord of life and death, who has abolished death 
and brought life and immortality to light; who can and will at the 
last day raise up all the dead and give unto all that believe in Him 
eternal life. 

Any and each of these topics offers sufficient material for a 
sermon, or for many sermons, so that Christian ministers never need 
to be at a loss what to preach upon approaching this text. But 
besides all these things the text gives occasion also to speak of a 
special matter the discussion of which would seem most desirable 
even at this time. I have reference to the demand so often made 
in our days upon the Christian church and her ministers to grant 
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each and everyone a Christian burial. Whether a person was a 
member of, or ever had any connection with, the church, or not, 
the demand is almost invariably made that upon the death of any 
person a Christian minister must attend the funeral, and the Chris- 
tian congregation must willingly throw open her church-doors for 
public funeral services. Woe unto a Christian congregation if in 
any case she refuses to do so, and to the Christian minister who will 
not comply with such a demand! Woe unto Christian ministers 
and Christian congregations who act according to the principle: 
A Christian burial for Christians only; or: The rites and honors of 
the church only for such dead who had connection with the church 
while they lived! Now, you know, my friends, there are ministers 
of the church who will at all times readily help to bury anyone, 
whether they were Christians or not, their only requirement, ap- 
parently, being that the person to be buried be really dead, and 
that, in addition, the survivors, in proof of their gratefulness for 
services rendered, spend a little cash; and you know that there are 
congregations who countenance such performances of their ministers 
and would not say a word against them. But you also know that 
there are ministers who will not officiate at the funeral of anybody 
and everybody, but positively refuse to do so in the case of all such 
as have evidently lived and died as unchristians, and you know 
that your minister is one of these. Nor has our congregation ever 
set itself in opposition to my practice in this respect, but, if not by 
formal resolution, at least tacitly approved my position. But are 
you all, my friends, convinced of the correctness of this position, 
and are you, therefore, also willing to uphold it with me, and ready 
to bear the consequences, whatever they may be? I do not doubt 
it, my friends; yet, in order to remove all uncertainty concerning 
this matter that may yet exist in the minds of some of you, let me 
now proceed to show you the correctness of the principle: 


A CHRISTIAN BURIAL FOR CHRISTIANS ONLY. 


For many this matter is a vexed question, and they cannot 
come to any positive decision, and always hesitate as to the action 
that should be taken. But the matter is, indeed, simple enough, 
and even from the standpoint of reason and common equity the 
principle expressed must be conceded as entirely correct. Why do 
conscientious Christian ministers and their congregations insist on 
this principle: A Christian burial for Christians only? or, in other 
words: Why do they refuse to bury with the rites and honors of 
the church those who lived and died as unchristians? Before I pro- 
ceed to state the more important reasons for this, let me ask you a 
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question: How do people ever come to demand that the honors of 
the Christian church be shown to such as never had any connection 
with the church, or who voluntarily severed that connection, or 
whom the church, for just reasons, was obliged to expel from her 
communion? Is there any sense, any reason, any justice in such 
ademand? What would you say if a military burial, with all the 
honors of the army or navy, were demanded for a person who never 
belonged either to the army or navy, or-a person who had deserted 
his flag and post of duty, or one who had been dishonorably dis- 
charged and expelled from his office? Or what would you say if 
the demand were made to bury with all the honors and rites of a 
secret lodge, or society, such persons as had never been members 
of such a society, or who had withdrawn from it, or who had been 
expelled from membership? Would you not say in such and all 
similar cases, that it were foolish, unreasonable, and unjust in the 
extreme to make such a demand? Well, why don’t people judge 
in the same way of the demand to bury with Christian honors those 
who either never were, or no longer are, Christians? Is the Church 
of Christ less than the army or navy, and are the rites and honors 
which she shows to her departed members less sacred than those of 
lodge and society? For what reason, then, should the Christian 
church be expected to confer her sacred rites and honors upon them 
that are outside of her pale? Surely, even from the standpoint of 
human reason and the laws of equity everyone must concede not 
only the correctness but also the justice of the principle: A Christian — 
burtal for Christians only. 

But there are other and graver reasons why this principle shall 
and must be upheld. One of these is Christian honesty. If anything 
is expected and demanded from Christians and their ministers it is, 
that they be honest and upright in all that they say and do, and the 
most despicable thing that could possibly be laid to their charge is 
dishonesty and hypocrisy. They must under all circumstances speak 
the truth, and not only speak it, but act it, too! And this holds good 
not only in regard to the living, but the dead as well. Now, I say, 
Christian honesty and the demands it makes upon all Christians 
shows the correctness of the principle: A Christian burial for 
Christians only, and the necessity on their part to uphold this 
principle. 

A Christian burial must be regarded in much the same way as 
a military or any other burial by which special honors are shown to 
the dead. You see a funeral pass your door, with military in atten- 
dance, soldiers with shouldered guns, officers with drawn sabers, 
the flag draped in mourning, drums and bugle sounding forth their 
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sad notes, and as the procession reaches the burial grounds you hear 
the firing im guns over the grave; seeing and hearing that you need 
not first be told that he who is thus borne’ to the grave was a brave 
soldier, because you know that otherwise such military honors would 
not be shown him.— Another funeral passes your door, attended 
by members of some lodge or secret society, with their banners, 
badges, and regalia, and following them to the grave you see the 
body placed into it under the rites and ceremonies of the lodge, and 
as you witness all this you know at once, that man was a member 
in good standing of that lodge or society, because if he had not been 
such, these particular rites and ceremonies would not be performed 
over him and these special honors would not be shown him.— And 
then another funeral passes by. The hearse bears the emblem of 
the cross, and in the carriage heading the procession is a Christian 
minister in his ministerial garb; the church bells ring, the church 
doors are opened, and under the solemn notes of the church organ 
the body is carried in and placed before the altar; a Christian con- 
gregation is assembled, Christian hymns are sung, Christian prayers 
are said, Christian doctrine, comfort, and warning are proclaimed ; 
and then the funeral proceeds to the burial-grounds, and again with 
prayers and rites of the Christian church the body is committed to 
the grave. Well, what does all this mean? What are all these rites 
and ceremonies of the Christian church for? What must you judge 
when you see a person honored by such a Christian burial? Is it 
not the most natural thing to assume at once that the person so 
honored must have been a Christian, a confessor of and believer in 
Christ crucified, and a member of His holy Church on earth? How 
could you judge otherwise but for the shameful dishonesty and 
hypocrisy practiced by many unprincipled ministers of the church 
in bestowing these sacred Christian rites and honors upon those who 
were no Christians? ‘‘Precious in the sight of the Lord,’’ says the 
Psalmist (Ps. 116, 15), ‘is the death of His saints,” 7. e., of them 
that lived and died as Christians, and to them certainly belong the 
honors of the Christian church. But as to all others we justly 
ask: What has the Christian church to do with them in death 
who, during life, had nothing to do, and would have nothing to 
do, with the church? Of them our Savior says: “Let the dead 
bury their dead,’’ and to bury them with Christian rites and honors 
is, indeed, a piece of hypocrisy such as it will be difficult to find 
a second time. 

A person receiving a military burial is thereby publicly honored 
as a brave soldier; people buried under the rites and honors of a 
lodge are thereby publicly honored as members of the lodge; like- 
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wise all those who receive a Christian burial are thereby publicly 
honored as Christians. This is the way, too, in which everybody” 
looks at this matter. People want a Christian burial for their dead, 
because they want Christian honors shown them, and they want for 
them these Christian honors so that by them they may be publicly 
declared as people who died as Christians. They know that to re- 
fuse them a Christian burial is to say that, as far as men can judge, 
they were not Christians. This is regarded as a disgrace, and to 
avoid or to cover up the disgrace the services of a Christian minister 
are required, which many think must always be readily tendered, no 
matter what may be the purpose. But the disgrace is well deserved, 
and the Christian church and her ministers are not to blame for it. 
They who live and die without Christ, without His Word and His 
church and His ministers, must themselves bear the burden of the 
disgrace if they are also buried accordingly. The Christian church 
and her ministers dare not, for their sake, play the part of hypo- 
crites, and though Christian charity covereth a multitude of sins, 
yet it dare not do one sin to cover up others: it cannot countenance 
dishonesty and hypocrisy even at a burial; and Christian honesty 
and uprightness demand that the principle be ever upheld: A Chris- 
tian burial for Christians only. 

But here, methinks, I hear some objections raised which still 
need attention before I can close for to-day. I hear someone say: 
Why lay so much stress on a Christian burial as being an act of 
honoring the dead? The dead do not need any such honors shown 
them and know nothing of the whole proceeding. But there are 
the living attending the funeral, and, above all, the bereaved 
family. Why not consider them who, on such occasions, are deeply 
in want of sympathy and of comfort and encouragement? Surely, 
the funeral services even at a Christian funeral are not held for the 
dead one but for the sorrowing ones who stay behind in this dreary 
world! I answer, my friend, What you have said is to some extent 
quite true. But your main assertion, on which your entire argu- 
ment hinges, is not true: It is not true that even a Christian burial 
does not concern the dead but the living. The burial is for the dead, 
not for the living, and by the honors of the Christian burial not the 
living, but the deceased is to be publicly honored as a Christian. 
This I have already sufficiently shown you, and that this cannot 
be done in the case of such as have not lived and died as Christians 
has been clearly proved. As to the bereaved family, however, and 
others that may be in need of sympathy and comfort, they are, of 
course, in a sad position, and the Christian church and her minis- 
ters will certainly do for them all that they can conscientiously do, 
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even if they are forced into the necessity of refusing to grant to the 
deceased member of their family the honörs of a Christian burial. 
Besides this, the Word of God, which alone can give true comfort 
to grief-stricken hearts, is not preached at funerals only, and surely 
no mourners can ever find true comfort and consolation by uniting 
with others in a public falsehood and securing a Christian burial for 
those who were no Christians. 

But I hear someone else say, Is there really no way of getting 
around this matter? Just think of all the dissatisfaction and ill- 
feelings it causes when a minister refuses to attend a funeral! See 
how people get offended, leave the church, or become only more 
turned against it, while otherwise many might be gained as mem- 
bers! Could not this matter, then, be adjusted in such a manner 
as to satisfy everybody, while, at the same time, the minister would 
not act contrary to his duty and calling? Why could he not attend 
the funeral even of those who cannot be regarded as Christians? 
The easiest way out of the difficulty would be to simply ignore the 
dead altogether, not mention him, and speak only to the living in 
attendance. I answer, my friend: 1. As to the offense created by 
refusing a Christian burial, this is not offense given, but taken, 
and only the offended are responsible for it. 2. As to trying to get © 
around this matter in the manner proposed, this would only be an _ 
additional act of dishonesty and hypocrisy, and where duty has 
clearly shown the way there cannot conscientiously be any diverg- 
ing from it for the sake of pleasing others. And 3., as to not men- 
tioning the dead and speaking only to the living, this is simply im- 
possible, because everything spoken and done at a Christian burial 
has direct reference to the dead. For his sake the funeral is held; 
he is honored thereby as a Christian; over his body the words are 
spoken: ‘‘We commit this body to the grave in the certain hope of 
the resurrection unto life everlasting, through our Lord Jesus Christ; 
his body we commend into the hands of God the Father, who has 
created it, God the Son, who, together with its soul, has redeemed it, 
God the Holy Ghost, who by Baptism has sanctified it and made it 
to be His temple.’’ Can such words be honestly spoken at the grave 
of one who lived and died without God, without Christ and His 
Word!? Can there, then, be any such thing as not mentioning 
the dead and thus getting around this matter, in order to please 
others? Nay, even the attempt to do so would be a dishonest 
proceeding. For the very presence of a Christian minister at a 
funeral, in his official capacity as a minister of the Christian church, 
makes it a Christian burial, a public act, by which the dead one 
is publicly honored as a Christian, and I have shown you that 
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such honor can be honestly one conscientiously bestowed upon 
Christians only. 

But I hear one more objection. I hear some good-natured and 
kind-hearted person say: Should not the Christian church and her 
members in all instances be charitable and therefore give the benefit 
of the doubt even to the dead? If one or the other did not live as 
Christians who knows but they might nevertheless have died as 
Christians; and should those who in their last moments repented 
of their sins and took refuge to Christ, their Savior, be excluded 
from the honors of a Christian burial? I answer, my friend: Jesus 
receives sinners, all sinners that come unto Him and at any time 
when they come, even if they come only in their last hour. And 
as Jesus Himself, so is His Church and so are His ministers also 
minded. Though a person had evidently been no Christian all his 
lifetime, though he had lived a life of vice and shame, yet, if even 
in his last hours he repent of his sins and confess faith in Christ, his 
Savior, no Christian minister will turn away from him and refuse 
him a Christian burial. You certainly never heard of a case in which 
that was done. Nay, if there be a reasonable hope, as far as we can 
judge, that the sinner might yet have been a Christian, or by repent- 
ance and faith might still have become a Christian, he will always be 
dealt with according to charity, and he will be buried with all Chris- 
tian honors in the certain hope that by the grace of God in Christ Jesus 
he was saved and has gone to heaven. But further than this even 
Christian charity is not permitted to go. If, as far as we were able to 
see and hear, a person has evidently passed from this life as an un- 
believer; if he was taken away in his sins and wickedness; if he 
willfuliy despised and neglected God’s Word; if he did not even so 
much as call a Christian minister to his sick- and deathbed to be 
shown the way unto salvation; in a word, if he died as he lived, 
without God, without Christ, without His Church, His Word, His 
sacraments, and showed not even a sign of repentance, then even 
Christian charity with its ever wide heart cannot help such a person. 
God in His holy Word judges him an unbeliever, and we must 
also so judge him, and when called upon to show to such a person 
the honors of a Christian burial we cannot but refuse the demand 
and to abide by the well-founded and only correct principle: A Chris- 
tian burial for Christians only. 

[A few words appealing to the congregation to stand by their 
pastor in upholding and defending this principle, and admonishing 
all to live as Christians, so that, by the grace of God, they may die 
as Christians, and as Christians conscientiously receive a Christian 
burial. | Gad iW: 
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Missionary Sermon. 
GEN. 4, 9. 


When the Lord asked Cain after his fratricide: ‘‘Where is Abel 
thy brother?” Cain answered impudently: “‘I know not. Am I my 
brother’s keeper?’”? Sin made Cain both insolent and blind. Al- 
though he ought to have known full well that nothing is hidden 
from the all-seeing eye of God, he nevertheless closed his eyes will- 
fully and said: I know not where Abel is, neither do I consider my- 
self responsible for his whereabouts. 

Like ignorant and insolent thoughts lurk in our hearts by na- 
ture; and sometimes even Christians are tempted by Satan to defy 
God and to answer His questions with lies. How gladly we would 
shake from us all responsibility for our brethren; how happy we 
would be if we were removed from all the sorrows which come upon 
our fellow men! St. Paul, however, says: ‘‘Look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also on the things of others.’’ And 
God’s general command is: ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.”’ It is a Christian’s duty not only to look upon the sorrows 
of others, but also to bear with them and to lighten their sorrows 
wherever he can. 

Yet there are thousands who conduct themselves in happiness 
as if there were no sorrow in the world, and in sorrow as if theirs 
were the only shoulders to bear the weight of woe. In times of 
gladness they want nobody to share their joys with them; in times 
of trouble they expect everybody to notice their sorrow and to have 
compassion. They not only pass by the sorrows of others unnoticed, 
they also unscrupulously ruin others while increasing their own 
property and business. This sin of uncharitableness cries unto God 
like the blood of Abel for revenge; and in His judgment God will 
not see the eternal woe of those who had no heart for their suffering 
brethren in the earth. May God ever keep alive in us true and sub- 
stantial pity for our fellow men, that on the last day we may hear 
the blessed words from His lips: ‘‘Inasmuch as ye have done this 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

If we are the keepers of our brethren respecting their bodies, 
how much more must this be true regarding their souls, regarding 
the spiritual welfare of our fellow creatures! The body is the habi- 
tation of the soul. And even as we keep a house in order that the 
inhabitants thereof may live therein in health and security, so we 
ought to nurse and nourish the body that the soul which lives in 
the body may enjoy therein peace and spiritual health. And what 
we do for ourselves we should do for others also. God has therefore 
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kept us in the body after our conversion that we might be unto 
others the messengers of God unto their salvation. Otherwise He 
would have taken us out of this world of sin and temptation to Him- 
self in heaven directly after our conversion. It is, therefore, the | 
duty of every Christian who has found forgiveness and peace in 
Christ to be the spiritual keeper of his brethren in the world, to use 
all his powers and to exert all his influence that as many immortal 
souls as possible be won for Christ and His kingdom and saved to 
the glory of God. Let me therefore show you that 


A CHRISTIAN IS THE KEEPER OF HIS BROTHER’S SOUL. 


I. What do these words mean ? 
II. How does a Christian do his duty in this respect ? 


Is 


What do the words mean: A Christian is the keeper of his 
brother’s soul? They signify that it has pleased God to have His 
work of conversion of sinners performed by men, instruments which 
He has selected and prepared for this great work. God does not 
delight in the death of a sinner; it is His will that all should come 
to a knowledge of the Savior. His love for fallen mankind and His 
desire to rescue sinners from the bondage of sin and Satan was so 
great that He spared not His only-begotten Son. Christ is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world. Forgiveness, peace, and salvation have been pur- 
chased with the blood of Christ; God now expects us to accept the 
free gifts of His mercy and to appropriate them unto ourselves. For 
this purpose He has given us the Gospel, the message of salvation, 
without money and without price. As long as the Savior was vis- 
ibly present on earth He performed the work of His Father accord- 
ing to the will of His Father; He was constantly about His Father’s 
business. But on Ascension Day Christ took His visible presence 
from the earth and was lifted up on high. Was the work of con- 
version interrupted by the ascension of Christ? Was it perhaps dis- 
continued forever? No. Christ redeemed the whole world. Before 
He entered into the glory of His Father He made preparation for 
the promulgation of the story of His salvation by means of the 
Gospel. For this message He procured messengers. St. Paul says: 
‘‘Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did be- 
seech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, Be ye reconciled to 
God.” But not only to the disciples did Christ give the command: 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
St. Peter exhorts all Christians: ‘‘Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show 
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forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light.’ 

The apostles and the first Christians are no longer in the land of 
the living. The mantle of Elijah, however, did not ascend with Eli- 
jah to heaven, but fell to the feet of Elisha. As soon as God has 
added to the church such as should be saved, He makes mission- 
aries of them and says unto each and every one of them: ‘‘Be thou 
a keeper of thy brother’s soul. I have been merciful unto you; 
show like mercy unto the thousands who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, that all may come into the unity of faith, and of 
the knowledge o the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”’ This call has re- 
sounded through the ages that have gone before; one has received 
this message from the other; one after another has done the will of 
God. To-day this call is extended to you, my friends; to-day God 
cries unto you: ‘‘You are the light of the world; let your light 
shine among men. Manifest that you are a light in the Lord and 
that you love your God by doing your duty as the keepers of the 
souls of your brethren, by doing your utmost to fill the house of the 
Lord in earth and in heaven.’ 

You have the light of faith; it is shining brightly in your hearts. 
Will you be so selfish as to hide this light under a bushel, that you 
alone may rejoice in the possession thereof? Unselfishness is one of 
the cardinal virtues of a Christian. You ought to be of St. Paul’s 
mind who was willing to forfeit the joys of heaven if by such a for- 
feit he might be able to save one soul. If your flesh tries to make 
you slothful and lazy, be reminded of the years of labor which 
Christ spent to redeem you. Will you be so unappreciative, so 
thankless, as to refuse to work for Him who labored unto death for 
you? There are many so-called Christians who hide the talent 
which the Lord has given them in the earth. On the day of reckon- 
ing they will not be able to render unto God a satisfactory answer 
for their negligence. May God ever keep alive in our hearts the 
willingness to do His bidding, that His kingdom may come and His 
will may be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Another proof for the truth of the statement that a Christian is 
the keeper of his brother’s soul lies in the fact that the ungodly are 
unfit and unable to do this work of the Lord and to be God’s mis- 
sionaries. A solicitous shepherd will never entrust his sheep to the 
care and protection of one who does not know how to take care of 
sheep, least of all to one who has no love for the sheep. The igno- 
rance and lack of love of such a person would ruin and destroy the 
whole herd. Ifa human shepherd is thus careful in the selection 
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of his hirelings, with how much greater care will the Good Shep- 
herd of our souls select His help from among the people of the 
earth! Nevermore will He select one who has no heart and no am- 
bition, no charity for poor lost souls, who will deliver them into the 
jaws of that ravening wolf, Satan. Since, however, God has ar- 
ranged it so that human beings shall be His messengers of peace 
and forgiveness, it is clear that the Christians, His children, must 
be His choice and His selection. They know the nature, needs, 
and ailments of the sheep; for they were aforetimes as sheep going 
astray, but now are returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls. They will bear with the restored sheep, will love them, and 
patiently tend to their wants. For they show their love for Christ 
in that they love their fellow men. 

It is, finally, only natural for a Christian to be God’s mission- 
ary and the keeper of his brother’s soul. ‘‘Out of the fullness of the 
heart the mouth speaketh.”’ A Christian cannot cease to speak of 
the excellencies of his Lord. Again and again he will tell the old, 
old story of Jesus and His love. His own experience of the grace 
of God urges him to tell others how blessed the life of a Christian is, 
the life of peace and certainty of the forgiveness of sins. Having 
tasted for himself the goodness of the Lord, he must give unto 
others a taste of this goodness. He will draw others unto God with 
the Word of the Lord, he will invite them to eat of the Bread of Life 
and to drink of the water of heaven, that their souls may delight 
themselves in fatness. The Holy Spirit in the Christians urges them 
to proclaim the wonderful works of God’s mercy. As soon as the voice 
of testimony is hushed we may be sure that there is something wrong 
in the heart of the Christian, that he has lost his zeal and energy, 
that he is beginning to resist the workings of the Spirit of God. 

Having seen that a Christian must be God’s missionary: be- 
cause it is the will of God, because a Christan only is made fit by 
God to do this work, and because he would cease to be a Christian 
if he did not do God’s bidding, let us now look at the second ques- 
tion: How does a Christian do his duty in this respect? 


Il. 

There are many Christians who seek to excuse themselves from 
missionary labors by saying: ‘‘My life is too short and my strength 
too weak for the work. My efforts are like a drop of water in the 
limitless ocean, like a grain of sand on its shores.”’ My friend, let 
me answer in Child’s language: 


Little drops of water, , 
Little grains of sand, 

Make the mighty ocean 
And the pleasant land. 
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Neither was Rome built in a day. We must all confess: ‘‘Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves.”’ 
But thanks to God, we can add: ‘‘Our sufficiency is of God. For 
God it is who works in us both to will and to do according to His 
own good pleasure.” In the first place, therefore, Christians must 
do missionary work in the strength of the Holy Ghost. The good 
Spirit who has been shed into our hearts abundantly is a mighty 
power within us which continually urges us on to do the Lord’s will. 
Sometimes our courage well-nigh fails when we review our work 
and find that we have accomplished so little. Even missionaries 
grow despondent after working year after year with apparently little 
success. But is it not true that we oftentimes have but little faith 
in the promises of God and in the efficiency of the Gospel? God, 
however, is faithful ; He consoles His laborers by telling them: “‘My 
strength is made perfect in weakness. All I ask of you is that you 
be found faithful.’’ Therefore, you laborers of the Lord, begin your 
labors in the name of Christ and in the strength of the Spirit, and 
leave the rest to God. For ‘‘neither is he that planteth anything, 
neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.’’ Trust 
in the Lord and plod diligently and faithfully onward. For in His 
own good time the Lord will reward your efforts past measure and 
past understanding. 

If we trust in the Lord while working for the Lord, good re- 
sults must be obtained by our labors. For this reason our hearts 
must be filled with the sure hope of final success. Hope sweetens 
life and lightens many burdens. As long as a man hopes, so long 
he is truly alive. Unto a hopeless man life is a burden; and he 
longs for the day upon which he can shuffle off this mortal coil. We 
Christians are not without hope in this world. Though we sow in 
tears and look with sorrow upon our apparently fruitless efforts, we 
shall reap in joy, according to the sure promises of the Lord who 
says: ‘They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” As sure as 
the promises of the Lord are, so sure should our hope of the final 
success of our missionary endeavors be. 

We learn something concerning the nature of our missionary 
activity when we look at the people who are the objects of our 
activity. We are the keepers of the souls of our brethren. Our 
brother, our neighbor, is everyone who is in need of our help, as 
the parable of the good Samaritan teaches. In matters concerning 
the forgiveness of sins and eternal life every man is first and above 
all his own neighbor. For a man must be a Christian before he can 
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be God’s helper. Otherwise he will be a blind leader of the blind. 
Having begun in his own heart, a Christian will be active among his 
nearest neighbors, among the other members of his family. How 
often have a father’s prayerful pleadings and a mother’s tears won 
back from the road to perdition a prodigal son or daughter! How 
often have children’s prayerful entreaties rescued parents from 
eternal death! Go thou and do likewise. From his immediate 
vicinity a Christian goes out to those who are with him of the house- 
hold of faith, to those who with him have banded together and 
formed a Christian congregation. All the members being human 
and frail, there is ever room for improvement, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness, that everyone and all to- 
gether may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 
From Jerusalem the way of the missionary goes to Judea and Galilee. 
A Christian must have a special zeal for home missions among such 
brethren of the faith as have little opportunity of hearing the Word 
of God, and among such as cannot support a servant of the Lord. 
Charity begins at home, my friends; remember this when you bring 
your offerings to the Lord and think of the many immortal souls in 
your own country who are in need of the food of life. Then there 
are millions who are still outside of the pale of Christianity. Shall 
they be permitted to die in their sins and to perish in ignorance of 
their Savior? Can we who at home sit in luxury bodily and spirit- 
ually sit idle, while those afar off are crying for bread? Never. We 
would indeed be most heartless and unworthy of the Christian name 
we bear if we forgot the wants of others in our sufficiency. 

There are perhaps only a few in my audience whom God would 
see fit to select for His special labors, who have the necessary gifts 
and the willingness to volunteer and to rush into the middle of the 
work. You who stay at home have your work and your cares as well 
as they who are in God’s fields. Do not lay your hands in your laps 
and sit idly by, contenting yourselves with watching others. You 
can assist them in many ways. First of all God wants willing hearts 
to pray for the missionaries and for the success of their labors. 
He says: ‘‘The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man ayaileth 
much.” He will grant the prayer of a sincere man. But He wants 
not only praying hearts but also willing hands. Missionaries need 
something substantial to keep them in the body. It is therefore a 
Christian’s duty to give of his substance toward the support of the 
missionaries. God has fixed no limit, set no maximum nor mini- 
mum, but asks a Christian to measure his gifts with the measure of 
love which he has for God and his fellow men. We may set a cer- 
tain measure for ourselves. The children of Israel gave the tithe of 
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their earning towards the maintenance of the temple and the sup- 
port of the priests and Levites. Should we do less than they? Ah, 
we ought to excel them. For love makes more willing than the law ; 
and Christians have but one law, the law of love. Let us ask our- 
selves: Have we done our duty financially also towards the up- 
building and maintenance of the kingdom of God? Let us not be 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. 

May God keep alive in our hearts fervent love for our brethren, 
solicitousness for their eternal welfare, zeal and fire for His work. 
May He on the last day gather us with the sheaves which have 
ripened upon our fields into the heavenly barns. May He abun- 
dantly prosper the work of our hands among us for the Redeemer’s 
sake. Amen. Jno. H. V. 


Funeral Address for an Aged Sufferer. 
Rom. 8, 18. 


In Curist JESUS DEARLY BELOVED SORROWING FRIENDS :— 


An old, tried, and faithful member of our small congregation’ 
has passed away, and we have assembled to express and show our 
sympathy in word and deed to the bereaved relatives, and to offer 
them consolation from the Word of God. Their loss, indeed, is 
great. They have lost a mother and grandmother true and faithful 
unto death, a mother and grandmother who was ever mindful not 
only of the bodily but also, and especially so, of the spiritual wel- 
fare of all her children and children’s children. Their loss is ours 
as well. In the aged sister reposing in her coffin before us our con- 
gregation has lost a member noted for her true Christian character. 
She loved the Word of God. Unless bodily weakness would keep 
her at home, she never missed divine service in the house of God. 
She might have found an excuse in the fact that she was hard of 
hearing. But she was minded as David was who says: ‘‘Lord, I 
have loved the habitation of Thy house and the place where Thine 
honor dwelleth.’”? She prayed for the spreading of God’s king- 
dom, and she worked for it, too. All this, we know, did not save 
her. But it showed that a living faith dwelt in her heart. She 
herself readily acknowledged that she was a poor sinner, trusting 
for salvation only and solely in the grace of God which is in 
Christ Jesus. 

A long life was granted to our deceased sister; and in her life 
she amply experienced what the Word of God says concerning the 
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life of true Christians on earth: ‘‘We must through much tribula- 
tion enter into the kingdom of God.” Reason judges differently. 
According to the judgment of our reason, the children of God ought 
to lead a happy life here upon earth, and all misfortune ought to 
fall upon the ungodly. But the Word of God teaches us to judge 
otherwise than human reason does concerning the sufferings of this 
present time. So also that word which we shall now briefly consider 
for our consolation and for the consolation of the bereaved family : 
“I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” This 
text speaks of two things: 


I. Of the sufferings of this present time, and 
Il. Of the glory hereafter. 


1 


There was a time when there were no afflictions, when this 
present time was not yet known to be a time of sufferings. A long 
time has since elapsed. It was the time when Adam and Eve dwelt 
in the garden of Eden, sinless, holy, and righteous in the state of 
innocence. How happy were both in their blissful communion with 
God, their Creator! And thus it should ever be according to the 
will of God. Their children also and their descendants were to 
enjoy the same happiness, perfect holiness, freedom from suffering 
and pain. For God had created man not unto pain and suffering, 
but to enjoy bliss and happiness. But how soon did things change! 
Our first parents fell away from God, fell into sin, and now Paradise 
was lost. Sin, instead, has entered into the world; and with sin 
this present time has become a time of suffering, for all suffering 
is due to sin. God had threatened: ‘‘In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.’’ Now when they had eaten of the 
forbidden fruit, God said: ‘‘Cursed be the ground for thy sake. 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee. In the sweat 
of thy face thou shalt eat bread till thou return unto the ground; 
for dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.”’ 

So, then, this present time has become a time of sufferings. 
And alas! who is able to enumerate these sufferings? Consider 
how many kinds of sickness have befallen the human race. How 
many sick are there who have long forgotten what it is to be well 
only for a single hour! Thousands upon thousands must labor hard 
from one year to another, and yet scarcely have enough to satisfy 
their hunger. Who can count the tears that often are shed in the 
short lifetime of only one human sufferer! How much secret woe 
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oftentimes gnaws at the heart of man. How many are there who 
carry a burden of grief and woe that they would not like to disclose 
to any human being. But why should I dwell at length on this 
subject? The groaning and the travailing in pain of the whole cre- 
ation proclaim that this present time is a time of sufferings. And 
all this on account of sin. And thus it will remain until the end of 
time. Our age is called the age of progress. But pray, tell me 
what grief and woe has it been able to abolish? 

Our deceased sister also has in her long lifetime experienced 
that this present time is a time of suffering. In her long lifetime 
she has seen many a friend and loved one pass away in misery and 
pain. +»She herself had to drink the cup of suffering to the very 
dregs, especially in her last illness and agony. Oftentimes for a 
whole while she would sob and sigh and cry: ‘‘O my God, my God, 
help, oh, help me! Jesus, dear Savior, come and help me, come and 
deliver me from evil!’? From morning to night and from night 
until morning she longed for the coming of the Lord, suffering pain 
which human strength and skill could not take away from her. ‚And 
you, dear relatives and sorrowing friends, looking at her misery 
and distress, not being able to help her, have again been forcibly 
reminded of the fact that this present time is a time of suffering. 


08 


But thank God and praise His holy name, it shall not remain 
thus forever. Our text also speaks of a “‘glory,’? a time when 
there will be no more suffering. The promise of this coming 
glory affords all true Christians a strong consolation, thus encour- 
aging them to overcome all sufferings of this present time. This 
glory is to come. According to our text it is to be revealed. But 
this glory will come, because what God has promised He certainly 
will keep. 

True, the sufferings of this present time are great and many. 
But what do we read in our text? “Ireckon.... revealed in us.” 
The apostle was one of those who, above many others, experienced 
many of the sufferings of this present time. But looking forward 
to the coming glory which God has promised, all woe and grief and 
suffering vanish, as though he would say: This glory is so great, so 
precious, that all sufferings taken together are not worthy even to 
be made mention of. 

Behold, sorrowing friends, the sweet consolation held out to all 
true Christians in this present time of suffering. The Apostle as- 
sures them that this present time shall not last forever. A blissful 
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change shall take place. Hear it, ye Christians, your suffering is 
only of this present time; and thatis short. It passes away, and all 
suffering with it. Then comes the glory hereafter, blissful eternity. 
There will be no more suffering, no pain, no sobbing, no sighing 
and crying. Death will be no more. God will wipe away all tears, 
and there will be pleasures at the right hand of God for evermore. 
It is impossible that in this life we could fully understand the glory 
hereafter, in the life to come. Remember, we shall see God, our 
Father, in His glory; we shall see Jesus, our Savior and Brother; 
we shall be associates with the holy angels of God; we shall meet 
with our loyed ones who have died in the Lord; we shall be with- 
out sin, shining before God in righteousness and holiness: all this 
without ceasing. O what happiness and bliss! What no mortal 
eye hath seen, no mortal ear hath heard, this God has prepared for 
them that love Him. 


Sorrowing friends, your mother and grandmother, with respect 
to her soul, is already now enjoying this glory, this sweet rest and’ 
quiet joy. Should we bewail her? Ought we not rather congratu- 
late her upon such a blissful change? Her earthly remains also, 
which lie before us in the helplessness of death, shall rise again in 
glory. Yes, while here she was sowing in tears, she is now reaping 
in joy. While here she went forth weeping, and was bearing precious 
seed, she is now coming with rejoicing and bringing her sheaves. 
And since this glory is promised to all who remain faithful unto 
death, is not this a strong consolation in the manifold sufferings of 
this present time? Yes, be of good cheer, all ye Christians that labor 
and are heavy laden, rest is at hand and the glory of heaven. Nor 
forget that the sufferings of this present time are, in the hands of 
God, a means to keep us on the way to the glory which He has 
promised, to the glory which His dear Son has merited with His 
suffering and death. 

In conclusion I would exhort you to follow your mother and 
grandmother, to follow the example of her faith and godliness. Do 
you also love the Word of God and be minded as she was; be not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, but gladly hear and learn it. 
Follow the example of her patience in the sufferings of this present 
time, so that, when your last hour has come, you may also enter 
into the glory which Christ Jesus has prepared through His blood. 
God grant it for Jesus’ sake! Amen. Ns 
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Why Should You Send Your Children to a Lutheran 


Parochial School? 
A Word of Advice to Lutheran Parents.* 


~The parochial school has at least one all-important advantage 
over the public school. It differs from the latter not in this that 
less of the elementary secular branches were taught, such as read- 
ing, writing, etc., but that, besides these branches, religious in- 
structions are given, or, I should rather say, that a religious spirit 
pervades and governs the entire course of instructions. In this differ- 
ence consists the advantage of the parochial school, an advantage 
which must be readily perceived by all Christians and must com- 
mend the parochial school to them as the only one good enough for 
their children. 

The public school, however perfectly it may be equipped, 
reaches only the pupil’s mind, and can do no more than to conyey 
a certain amount of knowledge. The parochial school, by means of 
its religious instructions, reaches the child’s heart, directs its will, 
molds its character, and thus truly educates. 

The public school attempts no more than to raise good citizens, 
and it fails even in this, because mere knowledge, or mere training 
of the mind, is no guarantee for good citizenship. The parochial 
school, while teaching its pupils to give unto Caesar that which 
is Caesar’s, at the same time impresses them with their duties 
toward God, and thus makes of them at once good citizens and good 
Christians. 

The public school serves only the state, and it serves even that 
but poorly, for reasons already mentioned; the parochial school, 
while neglecting nothing necessary for good citizenship, promotes 
also the welfare of the church, since it so trains the children as to 
make of them loyal members of the church. 

The public school, and all it can possibly accomplish, has its use 
for this present life only, and even in this respect it cannot show the 
way to true happiness, because it is Christless and without the Word 
of God which testifies of Him. The parochial school instructs not 
only in all that promises success in this life, but teaches those things 
also which are necessary for the life to come; for it has and teaches 
the Word of Him who said, ‘‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life,’’ and follows His solemn injunction, ‘‘Suffer the little chil- 


* Originally published in form of a tract for distribution among the 
members of the author’s congregation; sent to the MaGazine in the hope 
that it might be of some help to the brethren elsewhere. Gade We 
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dren to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the king- 
dom of God.” 

What has been said here in general is true of every Lutheran 
parochial school. Such a school is one in which the Word of God is 
taught in its truth and purity as confessed by our Lutheran church ; 
a school in which the children do not only learn everything useful 
and necessary for this life, but, above all, that one thing which is 
needful for their eternal salvation; a school in which efficient and 
faithful teachers make it their aim and purpose not only to equip 
the children with all useful and necessary secular knowledge, but 
to lead each and every child intrusted to their care to Christ and on 
the way to heaven. 

Do you, Lutheran parents, still ask then, why you should send 
your children to a Lutheran parochial school? It would seem as. 
though sufficient had been said to show you that such is your solemn 
duty. But since you still ask, Why? I will briefly state the prin- 
cipal reasons, and also answer some objections that are sometimes 
made. . 

‘ie 
THE REASONS WHY. 


You should send your children to a Lutheran parochial school 
for the following most important reasons : 

1. You owe it to your children to give them the best possible, 7. e.,. 
a Christian education. No education is complete without a thorough 
religious instruction, such as a Lutheran parochial school provides. 
for its pupils. It is for them the ‘‘one thing needful.’’ ‘‘For what 
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?’ Mark 8, 36. Would you, fathers and mothers, for any 
reason deprive your children of that which they need more than 
anything else in this world, nay, without which they would ‘lose 
their soul’’—a thorough Christian education? 

You acknowledge the Bible as God’s infallible Word, do you 
not? Well, the Bible says: ‘‘ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do His command- 
ments,’’ Ps. 111, 10. Again it says: ‘‘The love of Christ passeth 
knowledge,” Eph. 3,19. And again: “‘ Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding,’’ Prov. 3, 5. 
Do you, Lutheran parents, still believe these words of the Bible and 
what they say and express? How, then, could you ever send your 
children to any school in which they do not even learn to know 
their God and Savior, much less how they must ‘fear, love, and 
trust in Him above all things’? Do you not see that the Lutheran. 
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parochial school in which these most necessary things are taught is 
the only school to which you ought to send your children? 

2. God demands that you provide for your children a truly Chris- 
tian training. God has given you your children, not to do with 
them as you please, but to bring them up for Him and His kingdom. 
He created them; He redeemed them by the blood of His Son; He 
regenerated them through His Spirit in holy Baptism. So by a 
triple right they are His own. They are only intrusted to your care 
and given in your charge for the time being. From your hands God 
will demand their souls. Now Christ the Lord says: ‘“‘Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the 
kingdom of God,’ Mark 10, 14. That does not only imply that you 
bring your children to Him in holy Baptism, but that, after Bap- 
tism, you also bring them up as Christians, 7. e., as children who 
belong to Christ. Wherefore St. Paul also admonishes all Christian 
parents, ‘‘ Ye fathers’’ (and mothers), ‘‘bring up your children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord,’’ Eph. 6,4. Surely, you would 
not be obeying this divine injunction, not doing your duty towards 
God, if you left the greater part of your children’s training to a 
school in which religious instruction has no place. As Christian 
parents you cannot but send your children to a Christian, 7. e., paro- 
chial school in which the Word of God is taught and your children 
are brought up “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.’ 

3. Your duty towards your church requires that you send your 
children to the parochial school. As members of the church, enjoy- 
ing its blessings, you have duties towards the church as to its wel- 
fare. One of these duties is to raise your children in such a manner 
that they may become useful and active members of the congrega- 
tion into which they have been received by their Baptism. You 
certainly understand that the future welfare, nay, the very exist- 
ence of your church and congregation depends on the children now 
growing up. If, then, you take any interest in the welfare and 
future existence of your church, you cannot but wish to see all our 
children, and your own among them, to grow up so as to become 
intelligent, active, and faithful members of the congregation. But 
this cannot be accomplished unless our children receive a thorough 
religious training. Our children must be raised in the church if 
they are to be raised for the church; they must be thoroughly 
Christianized if they are to become intelligent and faithful Chris- 
tians; they must, if I may use this expression, be firmly ‘‘Luther- 
anized,”’ if they are to become staunch and loyal Lutherans; still 
more, they must be nursed at the congregation’s breast and grow 
np in its family circle, if they are to feel themselves at home within 
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its walls. Your duty, then, is plain: You should send your children 
to your congregation’s parochial school. Here, and here only, will 
they be so instructed, trained, and educated as to become earnest 
Christians, staunch Lutherans, and loyal church members. 

But you have, perhaps, some objections to sending your chil- 
dren to your Lutheran parochial school. Well, state your objec- 
tions, and then hear my answer. 


II. 
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


1. You do not care whether your children receive any religious: 
instruction or not, and do not believe that it will do them any 
particular good.—I answer: Is it really possible that you should’ 
be so careless and indifferent regarding your children’s training?’ 
Then I can only say, I heartily pity both yourself and your chil-- 
dren, and will make no further attempt to convince you. 

2. But you send your children to the Sunday school, and you 
think that ought to be sufficient as far as religious instruction is: 
concerned. —I answer: The Sunday school is good enough as far 
as it goes, but it does not and cannot do for your children what they 
need. If anything, they need a thorough religious instruction, but 
this cannot be given them in the short time of an hour or half hour 
at the Sunday school. Besides, sending your children to the Sun- 
day school for one hour in the week at best, while for five days a 
week they attend an irreligious school, is not bringing them up “in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”’ 

3. But you intend, later on, to send your children to the pastor 
and have them instructed for their Confirmation and first com- 
munion. —I answer: Your intention is good, but what is to become 
of your children before that time arrives? Shall they, in the mean 
time, receive no Christian training? And suppose your children 
should die before reaching the age of Confirmation? Could you, 
then, say to God that you had done all that lay in your power to 
lead them to Christ and to heaven? And still another question: 
Do you really think that a six months’ course of religious instruc- 
tion is sufficient for your children to become thoroughly acquainted 
with, and firmly grounded in, the saving Christian doctrine? Surely, 
experience should by this time have taught you otherwise! 

4. But, you say again, your children must by all means learn 
to read and write well and become proficient in arithmetic, gram- 
mar, geography, and other such branches, and you believe that these 
branches are more thoroughly taught in the public schools than is or 
even could be done in a parochial school. — I answer: Of course, your 
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children must learn all those things, and learn them thoroughly, 
too; but is it not equally as necessary, nay, infinitely more so, that 
they receive a thorough religious training? Should you not by all 
means, then, choose the parochial school even if your children must 
learn less of grammar, arithmetic, etc.? But who has told you that 
these secular branches are taught less thoroughly in the parochial 
than in the public school? I deny the assertion and claim, on the 
contrary, that a child having passed through one of our well-equipped 
parochial schools can in every respect compete most favorably with 
any child of the public school,—the conditions, of course, being 
the same, —while such child, besides its thorough secular training, 
is in possession of that inestimable blessing—a sound and solid 
Christian education ! 

5. But it is expensive, you say, to send your children to the 
parochial school. The public school is free, the parochial school 
charges a tuition fee of a dollar or more each month; so it is of no 
little advantage to me to send my children to the public school. — 
I answer: If you know of no other advantages than those figured 
by dollars and cents, then it will be useless for me to say any more. 
‘The public school is certainly cheaper, and you can save a dollar or 
two a month by sending your children there. If that is your only 
consideration, then here is your chance. But, really, as a Lutheran 
Christian you cannot so judge in this matter. You must consider 
what you owe to your children, to your church, and to your God! 
And, surely, securing for your children a Christian training in a 
Christian school is a greater advantage than the saying of a few 
dollars! To leave your children a fortune in this world’s goods 
might be a good thing, but to provide for their instruction unto 
salvation is better, is infinitely more necessary and advantageous! 
Why, then, would you, for the sake of saving a few dollars, deprive 
your children of that greater blessing? 

6. But, I hear some of you say, you would like to send your 
children to the parochial school if only your circumstances per- 
mitted; but you are really unable to pay the required tuition fee, 
because your earnings are so small and barely enough to provide 
for your daily wants. —I answer: My dear friends, I heartily sym- 
pathize with you in your poverty. But should your children be 
deprived of a Christian training because you are unable to pay the 
customary tuition fee? I say: No! not by any means! Your chil- 
dren are as dear to God as all others, since they, too, are bought 
with the precious blood of Christ and baptized in His name, and 
they are as much in need of and no less entitled to a Christian 
training than others. Do you ask what you should do under the 
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circumstances? Why, send your children to the parochial school 
by all means! Send them as soon as they are able to go to school, 
and do not think of sending them anywhere else! If you cannot 
pay the usual fee, pay a part of it, if you can; if you can pay noth- 
ing, do not let that worry you, send your children, nevertheless ! 
The object of a parochial school is not to make money, but to raise 
the children of the church in and for the church by teaching them 
the Word of God and leading them to Christ. By all means, then, 
secure for your children that blessed boon of a good Christian edu- 
cation and send them to the parochial school of your church! 


Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
Luke 19, 44—48. 

There are times of gracious visitation both for whole nations 
and for individual persons. There are times when God grants the 
Word of grace and offers His salvation in a peculiar measure, 
2 Cor. 6,2. The day of Israel’s greatest visitation was the time 
of Christ and the apostles; the Reformation, for the nations of 
Western Europe. We may justly say that we live in such a time 
of gracious visitation. The Bible is spread abroad, and the poorest 
can possess a copy. The Gospel is proclaimed from many pulpits 
in all parts of the land. — The day of your visitation is when the 
Gospel call comes to you.— Our duty in the day of visitation is ex- 
pressed in Ps. 95, 7.8. Even to-day the Lord cries out: Prov. 8, 4. 


KNOW THE TIME OF YOUR VISITATION. 


I. Behold the earnest of the Lord’s call, v. 41. 

a. The tears flowing from the eyes show the sentiment of the 
heart. Jesus weeping over Jerusalem manifests His burning desire 
for its salvation. The Lord is in earnest when He calls sinners to 
His kingdom, Ezek. 33,11. The Lord does want you, 2 Pet. 3, 9. 

b. Christ’s tears are tears of love. He weeps over Jerusalem, 
because He loves Jerusalem. And not Jerusalem only, John 3, 16. 
Jesus loves you, Jer. 31,3. He wants to embrace you. Recognize it. 

c. His tears are tears of sorrow. The impenitence of that be- 
loved city moved Him to tears. Grieve Him not by repelling His 
love; cause Him joy by repentance, Luke 15, 10. 

II. Consider the dire consequences of neglecting the time of your 
visitation, vv. 42—44. 
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a. By rejecting Jesus impenitent Jerusalem became blinder and 
more hardened, and was destroyed. 

b. The oftener the Gospel call is declined the more will the 
mind be estranged and the heart hardened, and though the Lord 
calls over and again, yet He must finally say: Is. 1,5. Forestall 
His anger and seek Him early, Prov. 8,17. Hasten, O sinner, to 
be wise. (Hymn No. 194.) 

III. Remember the duties which are laid upon you, vv. 45—48. 

a. Cast out soul-destroying errors. The Jews robbed God of 
His glory by seeking righteousness in their own offerings and works. 
Trust not for righteousness in your doing right, your morality, your 
church-going. Remember that Moses cannot save, Gal.2,16. Grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ. Cling to Him, and 

b. Remember, when Jesus enters in the traffickers in this 
world’s treasures and pleasures must go out. Let your heart be 
a temple sacred to Christ. Pike 


Eleventh Sunday after Trinity. 
Luke 18, 9—14. 
A. 

The parable we have now read is closely connected with the 
one which immediately precedes it, Luke 18, 1—8. The parable 
of the persevering widow teaches us the great and all-important 
value of importunity in prayer. The parable of the Pharisee and 
the publican teaches the spirit which should constantly pervade 
our prayers. The first parable encourages us to ‘‘pray without 
ceasing.’? The second parable teaches us how and in what man- 
ner we ought to pray, and how we should not pray. This, indeed, 
is a lesson of the greatest importance. . 


THE PHARISEE’S AND THE PUBLICAN’S PRAYER. 

I. The Pharisee’s prayer, which our Lord condemns. 

a. In the first place, consider the Pharisee’s prayer. 1. The 
place where he prays, v.10. LuTHER: ‘‘He appears as one who 
worships the only true God, and seeks above all things to do His 
will.’” But he trusted in himself that he was righteous, and de- 
spised others. This is ‘‘a Satanic sin.” (See Eccl. 5,1.) 2. The 
gestures with which he prays, v. 11. Matt. 6, 5.6. ‘This is not 
to be understood that it is forbidden to pray on the public street, 
but only, that it should not be done for the purpose of being seen 
of men, to seek honor and self-interest thereby.’’ (Luther.) 3. The 
prayer itself, vv. 11.12. «. Explanation. LUTHER: “Now, what 
lacks this pious man yet? Nothing, but that he does not know his 
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own heart. Here he forgets God’s mercy, meekness, and love; ... 
and after having blasphemed God, and lied to Him, in that he does 
not regard himself a sinner, he falls and sins also against the love 
due to his neighbor, when he says, ‘Even as the publican.’ ” — 
f. Application. Never are men’s hearts in such a hopeless condi- 
tion, as when they are not sensible of their own sins, 1 John 1, 8. 
Prov. 28, 18a. 

b. In the second place, observe how and why our Lord con- 
demns the prayer of the Pharisee. 1. How, v.14. Lurunr: ‘The 
Pharisee did not go away justified, but condemned, and belongs to 
the devil in hell.... God, who looks into the hearts, finds in the 
Pharisee a very great evil, which spoils everything.” Pride, self- 
righteousness. 2. Why, v. 14: ‘For everyone that exalteth him- 
self shall be abased.’’ LurTHEr: ‘As if the Lord would say: Who- 
ever has something and on that account becomes proud and wants 
to be highly esteemed, from him I will take one thing after the 
other, till at last I will cast him into the abyss of perdition.’’ There- 
fore, be humble! Remember the publican and take courage! 

II. The publican’s prayer, which the Lord commends. 

a. In the first place, consider the publican’s prayer. 1. The 
place where he prays, v. 10. Ps. 26,6—8. 2. The gestures with 
which he prays, v. 18. Give me, O God! the humble heart of this 
- publican, and banish from it the pride of the Pharisee! 3. The 
prayer itself, v.13. a. Explanation. ‘The publican does not boast, 
but entreats God to be merciful.... Such is the language of the 
humble, who do not glory in themselves nor despise others on ac- 
count of greater piety or riches. Over against the devil it might be 
well to glory and to say: I have the Word of God, etc.... But over 
against God we have no reason to glory, but should be humble.”’ 
(Luther.)— ?. Application. Let these things sink down into our 
hearts. He that has learned to know and to regret his sins has great 
reason to be thankful. We are not in the way of salvation until we 
know that we are guilty, ruined, hopeless, lost. Prov. 28, 13b. 

b. In the second place, observe how and why the Lord Jesus 
commends the prayer of the publican. 1. How, v. 14. LurHer: 
“The publican is pronounced a saint of the Church, and enjoys 
the mercy for which he prays.’’ Such prayers are God’s delight, 
Ps. 51,17. 2. Why, v. 14: ‘‘He that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.”’ LurHer: ‘‘Asif He would say: When I find such saints 
who leave it to my decision, the less they esteem themselves the 
more I will give them.... God grant that we may take to heart 


these teachings and live according to them. Amen.”’ 
dea. A: 
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B. 

Luther says: “In this Gospel lesson our dear Lord Jesus 
teaches us to be true and humble Christians. By humility alone 
we are acceptable unto God; no one can please God nor enjoy His 
grace unless he is clothed with humility, 1 Pet. 5,5. This is shown 
in these two persons, the Pharisee and the publican.’’ Therefore: 


BE CLOTHED WITH HUMILITY. 
For 


I. God resisteth the proud, and 
II. Giveth grace to the humble. 


f, 

a. The proud. 1. The proud trusts in himself that he is right- 
eous, v.9. Such was the Pharisee. «. He expressed his pride in 
what he did, v. 11; @. in what he said, vv. 11. 12. LuTHEr: ‘He 
sins against the commandments of the First Table; in the First 
Commandment the presumption is expressly prohibited that a man 
should rely on himself or his gifts, or find satisfaction in himself.”’ 
Jer. 17,5. Pride is the family disease of all children of Adam! 
2. The proud despises others. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus: 
“God, I thank Thee ... or even as this publican.’”? LuTHER: 
‘He is exceedingly proud, recognizing nothing good in others, but 
despising them as robbers, knaves, and adulterers. Such pride is 
a great vice even in the eyes of the children of this world; hence 
the common saying: If you are something good, let other people 
be something too. And how do you think God looks upon such 
conduct ?”’ 

b. God resisteth the proud, v. 14. Proud men who exalt them- 
selves are rivals with God, and therefore they shall certainly be 
abased, Job 40, 12. Luke 1,52. Luruer: “Those who exalt them- 
selves on account of gifts in their possession shall be deprived of 
them one after the other, until they are cast out in disgrace into the 
bottomless pit of hell.’ Pride, being so odious to God and so 
hateful to all thinking men; pride, which is-the beginning of sin 
and has brought all manner of evils upon us, ought to be guarded 
against, and regarded with the greatest dread and horror, Prov. 
15, 25.1,16;,5; 

Il. 

a. The humble. Such is the publican. 1. He expresses his 
humility in what he does, v. 13a; 2. in what he says, v. 13b. 
z. He owns himself a sinner by nature and practice; in thought, 
word, and deed. #. He relies on the mercy of God. ;. He prays 
for that mercy. 
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b. God giveth grace to the humble. Humble men who abase 
themselves are subject to God, and they shall certainly be exalted. 
Illustrate! The example of our blessed Savior, and the direct 
command of the apostle, both alike require us to be clothed with 
humility. dels 


Outline of Funeral Sermon on John 13, 7. 


In days of prosperity, when we have no crosses to bear or bur- 
dens to carry, it is comparatively easy to pray, ‘‘Thy will be done.”’ 
But in days of adversity, when a heavy cross is placed upon our 
shoulders, we find it difficult to say, God’s will be done. — No doubt, 
the affliction that came to you in the death of this child makes it diffi- 
cult for your heart to glorify God’s will. Let me therefore show you 


WHY YOU SHOULD PATIENTLY SUBMIT TO THE LORD’S DOING. 


I. Because the Lord says, ‘‘What I do thou knowest not now.”’ 
Il. Because He gives the promise, ‘‘Thou shalt know hereafter.’’ 


if 

““What I do thou knowest not now.’ 

a. What do these words mean? a. As addressed to Peter. 
Peter knew what Jesus did, but did not know the purpose of the 
strange doing of Jesus. ?. As addressed to you. You know who 
sent this affliction. ‘‘What J do.’ Not by chance. It is the Lord’s 
doing. You know the nature of the affliction. The sunken eyes, 
the pale lips, the cold hands, the stilled heart, the corpse, the 
coffin —all this tells you, the child is dead. You know that God 
had thoughts of peace towards this child. Made an heir of salva- 
tion in Baptism, it now has entered heaven to enjoy its inheritance. 
Its body asleep, its soul with Jesus. You know from God’s Word 
that God had thoughts of peace also towards you. — Yet there is 
something in the Lord’s doing you cannot understand. ‘‘What I 
do,’’ etc. Your heart asks, Why does the Lord do this, why just 
this child, why just at this time, under these circumstances? You 
cannot comprehend the Lord’s doing. He tells you, “What I do 
thou knowest not now.” 

b. What should these words effect? «. They teach us that it 
would be folly if we would worry and fret over the Lord’s doing. 
8. They teach us to be still, and to submit to the Lord’s doing. 
“What I do,’ etc. The Lord is all-wise and knows what He does. 
The Lord is merciful and does what is best. Hence we should 
humble ourselves and say, “I do not know now what the Lord does, 


yet His will be done.” 
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II. 

“Thou shalt know hereafter.” 

a. What do these words mean? «a. As addressed to Peter. #. As 
addressed to you in this affliction. At the time an affliction is upon us, 
we often do not know what the Lord does. But we shall know here- 
after. Sometimes here in this life; of a certainty in the life to come, 
where we shall no more see through a glass, darkly. Then all the 
mysteries of the Lord’s providence will be solved. In His omnis- 
cience the Lord foresaw the trouble, want, and suffering that would 
have come to this child had it tarried longer in this vale of tears. 
And He may have taken it away in order to spare it such suffering. 
We do not know, but we shall know hereafter. — The Lord foresaw 
what snares Satan would lay to rob this child of its baptismal grace. 
And He may have taken the child away in order that it might not 
perish everlastingly. We do not know, but we shall know hereafter. 
— The Lord may have sent the angel of death into our midst to bring 
about a turning point in some sinner’s life. We do not know, but 
we shall know hereafter.— The Lord sees that our hearts do not 
cling as closely to Him as they should; He sees that we often grow 
weary on our journey to heaven, that we so easily lose sight of the 
crown that is in store for us. And He may have permitted this 
death in order to increase our longing for the crown and to encour- 
age us to endure unto the end. We do not know, but we shall 
know hereafter. 

b. What should these words effect? We should patiently wait 
for the fulfillment of the Lord’s promise. Yet a little while and the 
time shall come when we shall know what the Lord has done. And 
then you shall praise Him for the very affliction which now has 
brought sorrow into your home. Then you shall be able to say with 
the people of the Gospel, ‘The Lord hath done all things well.”’ To 
Him be glory forever! BB. 


Sermon Outline on John 3, 16. 


Dr. Luther says: ‘These are, indeed, brief, simple words, but 
they are exceedingly weighty. The sum and substance of this glori- 
ous, comfortable, and blessed text is this, that God loved the world 
so dearly that He gave His only-begotten Son to save men from 
eternal death and to give them everlasting life.’ Let us pray ear- 
nestly unto God to impress these precious words deeply upon our 
hearts and minds through His Holy Spirit, so that they may be- 
come powerful in us, and give us much joy and comfort. Consider: 
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THE LOVE OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS. 
I. The greatness of God’s love. 


In order to display the greatness of God’s love, Jesus, the 
Teacher from God, tells us: 


a. In the first place, who it is that loved. God loved. LUTHER: 
““We find that the text says nothing of men, emperors, kings, or 
angels, but it speaks of the high, eternal Majesty, God Himself, 
who has created all things through His Word, who has all and 
preserves all, and is over all, compared with whom all creation, 
heaven and earth, and all they contain, is but an insignificant. grain 
of sand. He is now no more a devouring and consuming fire, but 
a rich, eternal fountain of grace and gifts.’’ 


b. In the second place, whom God loved. God loved the world. 
The world is the object of His love. By the world is meant, 1. the 
human race, our first parents and their posterity. These Christ vis- 
ited, Luke 1, 78.79; their nature He assumed, John 1, 14. Hebr. 2, 
14—17. 2. The human race exclusively; not the angelic race, 
Hebr. 2, 16. Christ is the Savior of mankind, Luke 2, 10.11. The 
human race was washed in His blood, Rev. 7,14. 1,5.6. 3. The 
human race without exception. ‘‘All mankind without any excep- 
tion.’” (Luther.) 1 John 2, 2, 2 Cor. 5, 14. 15. ‘‘What has the 
world done to merit such love and mercy of God? Nothing at all. 
She is the devil’s bride, the greatest enemy of God, and the greatest 
blasphemer. ... She is constituted of a multitude of people who do 
not believe in God and who make Him a liar; yea, they blaspheme 
His name and Word, and persecute it. Nevertheless, God loved the 
world.” (Luther.) This fact greatly magnifies God’s love. 

c. In the third place, what God did regarding the world. God 
loved the world. 1. God did not hate, judge, and condemn the 
world, John 3, 17. He did not pursue the world as He did the fallen 
angels. 2. God loved the world. ‘‘Love is the longing for union 
and communion with the object of such desire.’’ (See Theol. Quar- 
terly, vol. VI, No.1, p. 46.) Ged did not love sin, Ps. 5, 4, but man, 
the sinner, Is. 43, 4. Jer. 31, 3.—1 John 4, 9. 10.—4, 19. 2 Cor. 
$e 14015, Ps. 13, 1.2.1 116, 1.°5.16.——-1 John 4, 11. 1551. Acts2,44. 
4, 82. 

II. The proof of God’s love. 

God did not love in word, but in deed and in truth. God so 
loved that He gave His only-begotten Son. Observe: 

a. In the first place, the gift of God’s love, 1. The supreme dig- 
nity and worth of this gift. The gift bestowed is the Son of God. 
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Luruer: “This is an eternal, an incomprehensible gift, which is a 
well and fountain of all grace, goodness, and- benevolence, yea, the 
possession and ownership of eternal goods and treasures. When 
God gives His Son, what does He retain and what does He not give? 
Yea, He gives Himself entirely.”’ Rom. 8,32b. (Notes on the Gos- 
pels, p. 291.) (See Dr. Luther’s House Postil, vol. II, p. 441.) 2. The 
relation in which this gift stood to the Giver. God gave His only- 
begotten Son. Mark 12,6. Matt. 3,17. Rom.8,32a. John 1, 14. 18. 
1 John 4,9. 

_b. In the second place, the glorious proof, manifestation, of God’s 
love in giving His only-begotten Son. God gave His only-begotten 
Son. 1. God sent His Son, Gal. 4,4. 1John4,9b. 3,8b. Matt. 
18,11. 2. God gave His Son, Rom. 8, 32. Is. 53,3. 7.—1 Pet. 2, 24. 
Is. 58, 4.5.— Rom. 5, 10. Gal. 3, 18.—Thus God proved His love 
towards us. | 

Do you love God? Do you prove it? John 14,23. ‘Ought 
we, then, not to love such a merciful God in return and trust im- 
plicitly in Him who forgives sins,’’ ete. (Luther’s House Postil, 
vol. II, p. 445.) 


Ill. The purpose of God’s love. 

a. What purpose has God in view in the bestowal of His only- 
begotten Son? Luruer: ‘It contains no outward advantages for us; 
we are neither clothed by it, nor fed, nor sheltered; much less is it 
injurious to our bodies.... This gift of the only-begotten Son is 
granted unto us to this end, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.’ 1. We should not perish, 
as we, in all justice, deserved, Gen. 2, 17. Ezek. 18, 20a. Rom. 
3, 28. — Ezek. 33, 11. 1 Tim. 2,4. 2 Pet. 3,9; 2. but have everlast- 
ing life. Be delivered from all evil, sin, death, and the power of the 
devil, and live under Him in His kingdom, in everlasting righteous- 
ness, innocence, and blessedness. 

b. How is this appropriated by us? LurtHer: “It is of-the 
greatest importance to know this.’’—‘‘Christ says nothing at all of 
good works as means unto salvation.... No work or merit of ours 
avails us anything in this; for even our best works are worthless in 
this regard. ... We must stretch forth our hands in faith; as God 
through love and mercy is the Giver, so we must through faith in 
Christ be the receivers. We must believe what our text tells us, 
that God is kind and merciful, and that He manifests His love 
toward us in sending His only-begotten Son into our flesh and 
blood, to take upon Himself our sins.”’ John 1,29. 1. Remember, 
Christ does not say, Whosoever reads, knows, hears this, but, 
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Whosoever believeth this. 2. Observe that Christ says, ‘‘ Whoso- 
ever believeth.’? He does this ‘‘in order that He may exclude no 
one.” (Luther.) ‘ 

“God grant that we may believe this truth and be happy in it 
in life and in death.”’ JCAL 


Miscellaneous. 


Some General Principles and Suggestions on Preaching. 
1. The design and purpose of preaching is the proclamation of the 
Gospel and not merely the moral improvement of men. Whatever 
other ends it may accomplish, if a sermon fails either in the con- 
version of sinners to Christ, or the edification and establishment of 
believers in Him in their faith and life, it fails in that for which 
preaching was intended and appointed. 

2. Every sermon should contain the three elements of instruc- 
tion, illustration, and application, 7. e., it should have head, heart, 
and hands. The usual division of sermons into doctrinal and prac- 
tical is not wise. Doctrinal sermons ought to be practical —and 
practical sermons should have doctrine as their basis. 

3. A sermon should be intensive rather than extensive. To 
this end it should get at the heart of the text. Many sermons go 
round about the text or dwell on its insignificant points, but miss 
its central and main thought or purpose. Analysis should often be 
employed not so much to show how many things are in the text as 
to clear away unimportant matter, and thus bring its main points 
more prominently into view. It is a good rule to find out which 
is the emphatic word in the text and fasten the sermon to it. Yet 
frequently the heart of the text is not expressed by any of its words, 
but consists in the general truth or thought. 

4, Preaching should be positive rather than negative... . 
While truth is often made clear by contrast with the opposite 
error, we should speak more about the truth than about the error, 
and give less attention to the enemy and more to our own cause. 
While not negligent to warn of danger, take more pains and time 
to show the right way. Give the devil his due, but have more to 
say about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

5. Do not waste time or exhaust patience in proving what all 
admit. In typical or figurative sermons do not scatter the mind 
with trifling, unimportant, or merely curious resemblances or com- 
parisons, but consider only such as help the understanding, illus- 
trate the truth, or convey practical and useful lessons. 
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6. ‘Phat preaching may be successful, the preacher must know 
and understand the people to whom he preaches. The more he 
knows of their history, situation, temptations, and sorrows; and 
likewise of their characters, prejudices, sentiments, and peculiar- 
ities, the better will he know how to attract, convince, and persuade 
them to accept and obey the word preached. Hence, ordinarily 


a faithful pastor preaches the best when before his own people. — 


Congregations differ, and hence often sermons which are effectual 
at some places altogether fail at others. 

7. The highest test of a sermon is not its intellectuality, but 
spiritual power; not the excellence of its language or construction, 
but its effects and results; not in the number of people drawn to 
listen to it, but in the evangelical change it produces in them. 

8. The order given in Ezek. 37 reveals the essential elements 
and proper order in the construction of a sermon: First there must 
be the sermon skeleton—, ‘‘the bones came together, bone to his 
bone;’’ then come the sinews, flesh, and skin, in its elaboration, 
development, and composition; but then over all must fall the bap- 
tism of the Spirit, the breath of heaven, to make it a living power, 
—and the ideal sermon is complete. (Jacob Frey, Elementary 
Homiletics, pp. 143—145.) 


Form a high ideal of a sermon and constantly aim at its 
realization. There is little danger of setting a standard too high, 
provided the preacher is kept earnestly at work in attempts to 
reach it. If there be a vigorous willingness to work, and a good 
motive at the bottom of mental efforts, there is no danger of aiming 
too high. Though the perfect idea in the mind will never be re- 
alized, ... yet the grade of excellence actually attained will be far 
higher, than if but an inferior or even a moderate standard is as- 
sumed in the outset. The preacher’s idea of a sermon must, there- 
fore, be as full and perfect as possible. He must not be content 
with an inferior grade of sermonizing, but must aim to make his 
discourses as excellent in matter, and in manners, as his powers, 
natural and acquired, will possibly allow. (W. Shedd, Homiletics, 
p. 110 sq.) 


